
Missional Homemaking - Take Home Work Sheet

by Lindsay Edmonds

Take time to prayerfully consider the 12 points of missional homemaking. Plan a short retreat, or take the next 12 days to pray and do some heart searching on one point each day. Have your calendar and journal handy for your thoughts and planning. Please feel free to adapt to your specific situation and needs. At the end you will find my favorite recommendations of books and resources for further inspiration:

Missional homemaking means we:

1. Prayerfully dedicate our homes for God’s purposes and use. 

How could you begin to pray more strategically for your family’s mission? Consider developing a family mission statement as a means of unifying as a family and writing out your plan, vision, and mission for your home. It can be as simple as ours: Live simply in order to give generously. It provides a great backbone for all decision making(See resources below).

2. Set up a budget to be purposeful with our resources. Sit down with your spouse and evaluate where your finances are going. Set up a budget. What expenses could you let go of? Coffee? Cable TV? Could you redirect these funds to a giving fund?

3. Cultivate a warm, refreshing home for our family - making homecomings a celebration!

In what one way could you improve your home environment to make it more welcoming to your husband and children?

4. Pray for eyes to see the needs around us. Do you have elderly neighbors? Are there new neighbors that could be welcomed? Is there trash around the neighborhood that could be cleaned up? Find one way to serve as a family this month in your own community.

5. Give no excuses. 

What are your excuses? Journal them out and strategize how to overcome them. Lay them out before the Lord and seek His help in defeating them.

6. Intentionally schedule in opportunities for hospitality. 
Designate a once a month time that you can purposefully plan your hospitality. Choose one day a month to start demonstrating it. Make a list of families that you could invite into your home and work through that list for the next few months. 

7. Flexible and prepared to demonstrate hospitality.
What is your family’s favorite meal? Find one simple meal that you could keep the ingredients on hand at all times so that you could be prepared to show hospitality.

8. Include our children in missional living.
If you have children, what one area could your kids help out in preparation for hospitality? How can you begin planting seeds in their hearts for gospel centered living? 

9. Purposeful in our purchases.
Determine now to hold all your possessions loosely. Evaluate with each household purchase, “will this item be useful for hospitality? Or would I worry or fret if it were to get lost, broken or stained? 
10. Actively look for opportunities to share our goods with others. 
Who is having a baby that we could loan clothes to? Who needs a meal? Make a list of items that you have to share and look for opportunities to share (maternity clothes, baby clothes, baby gadgets, books, etc).

11. Are willing to step outside our comfort zone. 
Make a list of 5 people or families that you could begin to reach out to in your community, co-workers, neighborhood, or other points of contact. Commit to working through this list over the next 5 months.

12. Willing to face rejection. Make sure you are filling your own soul daily in the Lord and His Word so you can be prepared for whatever events He might have laid out for you, whether it be the declined invitation or giving of your own energy to minister to a need.
Resources for further inspiration:

From Clutter to Clarity by Nancy Twigg

Practicing Hospitality by Pat Ennis & Lisa Tatlock

Money, Possessions and Eternity by Randy Alcorn

Open Heart, Open Home by Karen Meins

Hospitality Questions - Donald Whitney offers a helpful list of questions that are great for profitable hospitality conversations: http://biblicalspirituality.org/newyear.html
Living Simply In Every Room of Your Home Series - Do you feel overwhelmed by the clutter that you couldn’t possibly start thinking about hospitality? This is a series of posts I have written on practical steps towards simplifying in each room: http://www.passionatehomemaking.com/2009/07/tips-for-maintaining-a-simple-home.html

Practicing Hospitality Book Study series - I led an online book study through Practicing Hospitality and you can find my highlights, notes and discussion here: http://www.passionatehomemaking.com/?s=practicing+hospitality+book+study
Developing a Family Mission Statement -http://www.passionatehomemaking.com/2010/07/developing-a-family-mission-statement.html
For further inspiration towards simple and intentional living, visit Lindsay at: www.passionatehomemaking.com

